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DETAILED ACTION 

^ fXAiyilNER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amenclment.to the record.appears below. Should the, changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, ah amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 GFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee: , . 

A|jthbrizati6n for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Michael W. tayior on 05/17/2004. 

A. . Claim 15, " wherein said fault detection means further . " change to " 
Wherein fault signaling means further.... " 

B. Claim 23, " wherein said fault detection circuit further , . . " change to " 
wherein fault signaling circuit further,.. : '' 



Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 8-32 are allowed; 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
fails to show an integrated circuit comprising: fault signaling means connected to the 
pre-samplihg means and to the analog-to-digital converter for generating a fsjult signal 
when the numerical value of the extemally generated analog signal is equal to the 
numerical value of the internally generated analog reference. signal, the fault signal 
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indicating that an electrical connection providing the externally generated analog signal 
to the at least one input pad is faulty as called for in claims 8. 1 6 and 24. Therefore. " 
claims 8-32 are presently allowed. 

Conclusion 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the . 
examiner should be directed to John B Nguyen whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1808. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-5:00 PM M-F. 
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